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The Creede Community Church 

CANDLE 
Fall/Winter 2009 

Reverendõs Ramblings 
Welcome to Your Mission Field  
(For ñordinary saints and mysticsò . . . and now missionaries!) 
 
 Last Sunday I mentioned that there is a little sign that is posted overhead, outside the Baptist Church entrance. You tend to glance at it every 
time you exit the building and it reminds you, ñWelcome to your mission field.ò  I like that. There are four or more messages rolled into one there 
that speak of simplicity, flexibility, hospitality, and responsibility with how one understands mission.   
 Iôve been thinking a lot about mission lately and how perhaps we are meant to interpret it as broadly and richly as possible--as ñsentò people, in 
Christ, in Creede, in the San Luis Valley or oceans away.  For that matter, Godôs mission field lies just beyond our eyeballs or in the clasp of our 
neighborôs hand.  Regardless of our geographical context, we must not forget that we are ñsent.ò  Iôm also reminded of a revered mentor who taught 
me that the most important word of all in Jesusô great commission is GO, as in ñgo somewhere, go anywhere but go and serve.ò ñGo near, go far 
and sometimes youôll be told or youôll discover what Christ wants you do along the wayò (my elaboration). 
 In my reading last week on Jesus sending of the seventy (Luke 10), I was reminded and humbled by the fact that doing mission does not always 
involve exotic or strenuous evangelistic efforts that have us ranging the globe.  The implication was that one look or GO no farther than oneôs back 
door or next door neighbor.  It had to do with one of Jesusô instructions for mission and receiving hospitality and ñeating what is put before youò in 
the places of those you visit. Although addressed to preachers, I commend it to you for stretching our idea of ministry and mission to include the 
details of everyday life. 
 ñPreachers, what are the people of God in your home place setting before you? Their hard work? Their years of wisdom? Their sorrows and 
joys?  Their stories and vulnerabilities?  Perhaps they are even rearranging their homes and their hearts to receive you.  You have noticed it.  You 
have felt the calming peace of Christ when you have been invited into sacred moments in the life of someone in your congregation.  You have 
fallen to your knees at the quiet faithfulness of the people to whom you preach.  It is an overwhelming honor to be invited into the hearts of our 
people, to have them share their hopes and dreams, faith and doubts.  Our calling in the text is to proclaim the reign of God with as much power as 
possible, to heal the sick and cast out demons, and to announce boldly the nearness of God.  But if we are to do so, it will be from the authority 
given to us as we encounter Jesus in the generosity of those to whom we proclaim.ò (author unknown) 
 When I read that, I found my concept of mission tested and stretched just a bit.  
 Are we missing opportunities for mission because we are limited by our concepts and expectations?   
 Many of us might have the stereotypical image of trained missionaries fanning out into remote jungle and desert places bearing Godôs word on 
their sleeves.  However, demographics on the post-modern church tell us that America, with the influx of cultures and religions, has become the 
worldôs mission field. Mission is just beyond our doors, down the street, at the crossroads and margins. Mission is multi-directional, everywhere and 
central to who and whose we are. 
 Why canôt a timely visit or random act of care or a re-prioritized daily schedule be an act of mission?   
 Sometimes I think we tend to get tunnel vision on such matters, when the biblical mandates hint otherwise.  May we see Godôs mission every-
where and every moment.  Particularly in Creedeôs small town context I see opportunities for mission redefinition, challenge, and adventure every-
where. 
  Try this on for size.  The other day I was visiting a housebound parishioner and offered to walk her dog as one of those ñitôs the least I could doò 
efforts.  The scope of my ñmissionò sounded simple enough.  It may or may not qualify under pastoral care but walking Lucky seemed a cut and 
dried proposition.  He seemed eager for an outing, bounding up to four times his height at the doorknob as we tried to fasten his leash.  I had a few 
errands to do before the walk so Lucky hopped in the car and settled in as we headed off to the church.  Seeing the heating serviceôs vehicle in the 
parking lot with a parishioner who had come to meet them, I hopped out to see what was up. I joined him in a couple minute conversation on en-
ergy conservation, my truck running in the background.  
 Upon turning back to the idling truck and trying the door handle, I discovered that both doors were locked.  Lucky, in his exuberance to remind 
me to get on with his walk, had jumped onto the lock/unlock button on the armrest.  But heôd settled down and was now curled up with this ñwhy are 
you out there?ò look. To add to the drama (and my stupidity) there in plain view in the cup holder was my spare set of keys.  With dramatic arm and 
face gestures I tried without success to coax and excite Lucky enough to rejump on the remote button. It was to no avail. A phone call and a few 
minutes later our Sheriff fully trained on the ñslim jimò had me back inside my vehicle.  Lucky, still curled up, gazed at me as if to say ñWhat took 
you all this time? Can we go for my walk now?ò  ñThis being October 13 as I recall, I thanked my passenger, ñYou sure made MY day, Lucky.ò  
 

Continued on page 2 
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Reverendôs Ramblings continued 
 
 Sound like mission? Okay, itôs a stretch. But I am reminded that even the simplest of occasions for care and ministry can change on a dime to 
the point where the mission evolves, gets extended, changed, complicated, and redefined.  The opportunity to participate and be defined by Godôs 
mission and great adventure is wide open to us. I wouldnôt want it any other way.  
 Welcome to your mission field, whether you be in Creede or joining us from afar. 

Jeff Scott  

Moderatorõs Moment 
 All through the year our Church is bursting with the gifts of fellow-

ship and service. 

 As moderators, Rita and Jenny help our Pastor with the day-to-day 
workings of our Church, but we are privileged as well to work closely 
with our Board and Committees that contribute to the success of the 
ministries of our Church. Whether it be your Trustees, your Deacons, 
your Treasurer, Christian Education, Music Ministry, Helping Hands, 
Mission Outreach, Ladies Aid, or your House Committee, those who 

serve are serving with abundance. 

 And then there are the volunteers who help with Vacation Bible 
School, Work Days, the Ladies Aid Bazaars, Picnics and Special Ser-

vices who share their talents and gifts with inspiring generosity. 

 A hearty thanks to all of you from your moderators.  You are a 

blessing to this church and this community!!! 

Rita Odom & Jenny VanRy  

Deaconsõ Dialogue 
 Fall is a time to reflect on what we did and what lies ahead. What 
we did was experience a summer filled with quality worship and the 
spirit of active participation by our whole church family. We were 
blessed with weddings and baptisms and new members joining our 
family. We hope to have started new traditions such as our church 
picnic, a community outdoor service, and a deacons Sunday special 
service. 
 All of your deacons here at Creede Community Church are finding 
ways to assist our pastor in meeting the needs of our church family 
and community. We feel the call to share with our pastor in ministering 
to the spiritual life of our church, and we hope you enjoyed receiving a 
note from your own personal deacon. We pray it makes you feel you 
have one person you know you can contact with your joys and con-
cerns. 
 What lies ahead is our continued dedication to share the joys you 
experience in your faith walk. Godôs blessings to you all! 

Rita Odom  

Gettinõ together to smile anõ rejoice, 
Anõ eatinõ anõ laughinõ with folks of your choice; 
Anõ kissinõ the girls anõ declarinõ that they 
Are growinõ more beautiful day after day; 
Chattinõ anõ bragginõ a bit with the men, 
Buildinõ the old family circle again; 
Livinõ the wholesome anõ old-fashioned cheer, 
Just for awhile at the end of the year. 
Greetings fly fast as we crowd through the door  
And under the old roof we gather once more  
Just as we did when the youngsters were small; 
Motherõs a little bit grayer, thatõs all. 
Fatherõs a little bit older, but still 
Ready to romp anõ to laugh with a will. 
Here we are back at the table again 
Tellinõ our stories as women anõ men. 
 
Bowed are our heads for a moment in prayer; 
Oh, but weõre grateful anõ glad to be there. 
Home from the east land anõ home from the west, 
Home with the folks that are dearest anõ best. 
Out of the sham of the cities afar 
Weõve come for a time to be just what we are. 
Here we can talk of ourselves anõ be frank, 
Forgettinõ position anõ station anõ rank. 
 
Give me the end of the year anõ its fun 
When most of the planningõ anõ toilinõ is done; 
Bring all the wanderers home to the nest, 
Let me sit down with the ones I love best, 
Hear the old voices still ringinõ with song, 
See the old faces unblemished by wrong, 
See the old table with all of its chairs 
Anõ Iõll put soul in my Thanksgivinõ prayers. 

Edgar Albert Guest  

We Remember in Prayer . . .  
Margaret Lamb; Karen Tempfel; Sue Grigsby; 
Nell Wyley; Buddy & Cecelia Center; Kent 
Sasser; Churck Barnes; Martha Pollard; Lucas 
Louth; Chris Kutac; Lisa Grider; Joy Nichols; 
Mary Johnson; Mary Summers; Jerry Quiller; 
Rita Beil; Frank Fairchild; Candace Aldrich; 
Kirk Jones; Jane Hughes; Ken Giere; Carolyn 
Eubanks; Dorothy Powell; Thales & Trish 

Smith; Gail OõConnor; Jim VanRyõs Father; Leslie Dustinõs 
Mother; Hilda Scott & family; Kathy Jennings & family; Cindy 
Harris & family; Ron Morgan & family; Sarah Garrett & family; 
the Sharp family; Our troops and their families ñReed Stanley, 
John Stanley, Josh Knowlton, Jess Stroh, Nick Franke, Terry 
Wetherill, Jason Witehorn; Our Church Leaders; Our National 
Leaders; World Peace 

Christmas Corner 
On or around the first of November, Ladies Aid will 

set up our ñChristmas Cornerò in 

the old fellowship hall for your 

holiday browsing and shopping. A 

variety of gift items, crafts, 

cookbooks, quilts of various sizes, 

afghans, and brass ornaments of 

our church will be for sale. Thanks 

for your purchases and support of 

our mission to help our townsfolk in 

times of need. 
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Trustees  
 The summer kicked off with successful stewardship campaign 
headed up by Phil Lack and Bill Pierce.  Commitment cards have been 
received from members and visitors alike all summer long, and the 
total amount of pledged contributions to date is approximately $7000 
above the pledge level at the same time last year.  This yearôs budget 
is in pretty good shape considering we are still in the midst of nation-
wide economic difficulties.  Not only have we spent less than we had 
originally planned, but the level of offerings and donations are up from 
last year.  Because of our solid financial situation, the Trustees voted 
to transfer $5000 from our reserve funds to the Mission Committee to 
disperse to worthy organizations throughout Creede, Mineral County, 
and the San Luis Valley. 
 A significant renovation effort was the re-staining of the parsonage 
garage.  Representatives of the Trustees teamed up with members of 
the House Committee on September 19th to accomplish the job, which 
really turned out well. The propane contract with Monte Vista Co-op 
was renewed at a not-to-exceed cost per gallon of 64 cents less than 
last year. 
 The Trustees committed the church to taking the lead for the com-
munity Thanksgiving dinner to be held this year at the Community 
Center on Saturday, November 21.  Lots of volunteers will be needed 
to help with setting up, decorating, cooking, serving, and cleaning up.  
Donôt make any other plans for that weekend, and chip in to make this 
event as successful as it has been in past years. 
 Finally, the Trustees have begun deliberations to develop the 
budget for 2010.  As a preliminary estimate, the projected income for 
next year will be set equal to the total income received in 2009.  Al-
though a final amount for the 2010 income cannot be determined until 
after the end of December, the Trustees will proceed on developing a 
proposed budget of approximately $126,000.  

Don Dustin, Chair  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

House  
 On September 19, 2009, the House Committee sponsored a Work 
Day to paint the parsonage garage.  A BIG THANK YOU to the follow-
ing volunteers: Jeff Scott, Ed Hargraves, Bob Summers, Don Dustin, 
Floyd Tempfel, and Bill and Nancy Blackford.  

Judy Blanch, Chair  

BEFORE 

AFTER 

Helping Hands  
 Thanks to generous donations the following contributions were re-
cently made to local residents: SLVRE payment, burial expenses, 
phone bill, surgery, propane tank fill up, COBRA insurance premium 
and a residential construction project.  

Judy Blanch, Chair  

Sunday School  
 About twenty children participated in Wildwood Forest Vacation 
Bible School in June. Fun was had by all discovering the untamed 
nature of God. Take a look at several pictures on the photo page. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped lead the children. 
 The children will be participating in the upcoming Advent services: 
Hanging of the Greens and the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. So 
stay tuned for more information on rehearsals. For information, contact 
Johanna Gray, 658-2879, johannajgl@hotmail.com, or Judy Blanch, 
658-3002, jblanch@centurytel.net.   

Johanna Gray, Chair  

Mission Outreach  
 On October 1, 2009, the committee met and approved the following 
recipients for the Mission Outreach budgeted monies: 
 Creede Early Learning Center--$2000 
 Habitat for Humanity for Mineral/Rio Grande Chapter--$1500 
 The Elks Scholarship Fund--$500 
 Mineral County Search and Rescue--$250 
 Mineral County EMT--$250 
 Mineral County Antibiotic Program--$200 
 La Puente (homeless shelter)--$200 
 Adelante (transitional support for families coming out of  
     homelessness)--$200 
 The Food Bank Network--$200 
 Tu Casa (domestic violence shelter)--$200 
 Hospice Del Valle--$200 
 A Disaster Recovery Texas Mission Trip to Texas City and Galves-
ton sponsored by the United Church of Christ and Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) is tentatively planned for January or February 
2010. Five or more participants are needed. Mission Outreach and 
participants will be heading up efforts for fundraising to provide trans-
portation (van rental and gas) and food.  Lodging will be hosted by 
sponsoring churches. Please call Jeff at 719-658-3082 if you would 
like to be part of this exciting project! 
 Mission Outreach is also considering a Family Retreat at the Beaver 
Creek Christian Camp in South Fork.  More details to follow. 

Judy Blanch, Chair  


